The poditics of mosgue-bulldiag
Constructing conflict

T ey Wisstern cities, plans to erect mosgues ollen stic more passion than any
other local beare—and politicians are leapdng inio e fray

OT since Codogne was rebulll hall &
century ago, oul of the rubble of war,
Ins o change in the urbsan landocape genes-
ated w0 much heat. A cily whiose main
landrmark i3 & medieval cathedral may
soom share (s shyline with another place
of wrarshipe o lurge mosgue with minarets
mioee than 50 mertres (as feet) high,
Witile the city's (malnly Turkishl Mus
lim population of over 120,000 is loaking
forward to the new building—a sign, per-
haps, that it has inally put down oot in a
country that long treated migrane workers
a5 puests—Cologne asa whole is deeply di
vided. & pobl found that 36% of residents
were happy with the mosgue plan, 39%
winted tosee it scaled down and 1% were
entirely agxinst i, The "no™ and "yes"
cAmps are ot just passionae, they are di
yarse, Those whn Approe the plan in-
clude many Boman Catholic clergy. But a
far-cightparty, " Pri Cologne", wehich holds
five o the 90 sewts in the city counal. has
dome well by diimming up opposdlion o
the mosgue. Also prmominent among the
“moes” (while disiancing himgell from Pro
Colognel i+ Ralph Giondasn, & Gefmaon-
lEwidh writer and Holocawsl survivor,
wha stiveed a national debate by (suing a
starlc message: “1 upe the mayor aid the
members of the city woundl o swop the
bulbding of this mosgue!™
His corpments dismayed Germany's
four rmain Mustim associadons, Bl of
which have headquaress in the clty,

Whastever 15 importande 4 other [aits.
Cologne isa sensifive spod for German 15-
lare Bt producsd Metin Kaplan, a milidani
cleric lenowm s “ealiph of Cologne”, who
was convicted of Ineltesnent 10 crirme and
eiradited tw Twley W z2oog4. The
would-be bullders of the new mosgue are
at the sther end of the respectability scale:
the Turdsh Islamic Unlon for Religioous AT
fairs {paTred, an arm of the Turkish govern
ment.

All aver the Westorn world. mosgues
and mosgue-building plans are genersting
passionate aguments, particolarhy in local
and municipal afairs. In many cities, both
opponents and supporters of Muslim cen-
striection projeces have malised that this is-
e engapes vobers far more than drains or
lthraries din.

in the east Lemdon borough of New-
ham for :'!I:H.THFI]F. proposals o build a
“mega-mosgue” o accommodate ar least
wiing worshippers have divided local
people (of whom at least a quarter are
Mbuslim) and deswn global anention: Dei-
ish Muslims lave been lining up for or
againgt Tablighl Jamaal, the costosrvative
missionary  movemenl  behind  the
mvgiie. Boone are dismayed o the
thought that this hardtne group could
so0l become one of Brifich Islam’s most
obwvious faces, only a shone's throw froem
the site of the 2012 Qlymples: athers de
fenid the mavements right to bulld, noting
that Mewham's exisiing mosgues are visi
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Gaoen.vben, our anling column on the
emaronment; dppears on [conomist.oom on
Mondays.. The cohimns cn be Veand at
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by e rfloring during Friday prayers.

I Mewhem council. o new pany—the
Christion Peoples Alliomoe—has sprung
up, mainky toarticulate non-AMuslim resis
tance o the mosque. And on the wehsite
of Gordon Hrown, the primee minister, an
experiment in e-democacy had an aedk
ward resule soeme 277000 people ased a
click 1o register theie opposition o the
MREEE-FROsSyue, rracly (ke h.iugﬂ‘l sgn ol
vober interesst that the sie aftmmcted.

In many places, the sccormmistation,
bioth lierally wind metaphorically, ol Mus-
liras and their religious needs has led o
siame srange coalitions. In Eston in June,
the capplng of the minaret on a8 new
mosguee rurned i anernctional celebea
tlon by 2000 Amerlcans, hailing the end
of several years of conflice and litipation
The lslamile Bociery of Boston had in zoos
filed & defamation sult agalnst pro-lsmael
groaps and media cutlets that accused the
minsque's sponsors of extremist links B
liberal lews and Chrstians helped solve
the dispute; some hatled the factthata Bos
tonian tradifion of Jewish-Christian dia-
logue had been extended to Musims,

The terms of the mosque debate vary
widely: i the United States, masque pro
jects nften mees rlruniﬁ| ﬂhjl:l;l‘il'lﬂﬁ. 1k 1]
with “roning™, water '\.'|:||'||1|'ir's or parking
hutthey are usratly overcome, helped by a
legnl system that protects all fasths, In
soithern Eurspean countries like Spain
and laly-where atachmenl o Catholic
symbaodism B strong-peapde are mudh
bilwinber ol expressang et objection
it eultiaral tesms: his is o Chitstian land
and masgues kkave no place here.

I Hame, on Awglist 2181, ]'t-l:l||.|.'t' halzed
stk @l b slee on the Esquiline kill, in an
ared with g high Immigmnt populaton
The sponsers of & planned mosgue there
were found 10 have begun work withow

seeking permission froom the local puthop w
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¥ ity. The now building wasto have gone up
just @ bewr metres from a Catholic church;
for some. that was the mos imporant
point. A spokesman for a new far-right
moverment, La Destra, called it an msult in
Christian oulture™,

Rezn Adan., s Californian writer on Fs-
lam, savs thal 1o his Amerlcan eyes the in-
sty all epenly “lslamophohic” oppasl-
fion b mosgues inopars of  Europe,
egpecially the wulbh, i s deoed. “IY as
though some Europsans are conlused
abiout their identity and are pow irying o
CORSITUCT 418 b Gpposition 1o 1slam.”

Bul Califernla IS itsell no paradise for
Musims: a mosque near San Francisco juas
just been burfed down, Chelsting Abra
ham, & civil-rights lawyer in Chicago, says
mosgue bullders pround her diy often
hiwve toowork twice as hand 85 other meli-
gious groups 1o get the necessary permits,
even thouph they do eveptually pet their
way, Omne mosgue in the Chicege drea
faced an apparently malicious repuistion
which benmed parking for three howrs on
Friday afternoons—the time when war
shippers were armiving, Liaryers success-
‘||,|]|3' |:11.:|I|Er|.gw;| thi ruln,mzn:mnd:: of re-
ligious discriminatiom,

In some Furopean counrries—like Ger-
many—the ammaospher faeed by would-be
masgque huilders varies a lot, sven within
cities. Beilin ione example. In dhe westenn
adisirice of Kreuzberg, Turkish migrants and
thzir prayers have besn part af the scens
fur decades. But in the capilal’s easl, local
resddenis and politcians from the Gar-right
wED parly ase leading loud protests
agadnst the bullding of the first mosgue in
the ex communbs pare af the diy. In Mu
atlch, mesanwhile, the conservative poverm
ment of Bavaria s locked In batile with the
cenirelefi dominated clty hall over the
plan for & new mosgue. For now, the can
servative opponents seem to be winning a
Incal court has called the current plan in-
compatible with the surrcundings

I Calm about co-existence?
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If coneroversy over mosques |5 pening
lowder in Germany o, that may e he-
cause the Turkish communiry has onkby re-
rently sarted cdaiming cifzenship and the
right to wote. On the other hand. 8 much
higher share of Frumce's sm Muslim resi-
dents is enfranchised; and yet in some
French towa lalls, the polities of mosgue
buiding are explogive. n Mareeille, whiich
{2 home W 00,000 Muslims but alsa a
bastion of the e nghe, argumenis over the
ponsenciion of o lage mosque love
dominated city debates for years The
municipal counct]l vored @n July o ga
alead. overcoming & waf of legal objec
tions from the far right, which said the
Muslim bullders got public lend tan old
ahattobry o cheaply, This wesk the far
right sald it would maeurnt & fresh legal chal
lenige, in grounds that the price bedng paid
fr thie land was will not eneuph.

Opponents of moesgue building in Eu
rope often damm that the number of
mesques s rising much faster than the
number of Muslims. That i= a hard propo
sition o test, Seatisticlans cannot oven
igree on the definition of amosgue idriss
Elopanali, editor of the *Yeprhook of
Mosgues” in Franees, says thatin his 2004
survey he used oo definiitions: first, he
counbed  moughly 100 |'|l.|:r|'_|r_|5r.-|:_|-'|,|:il1
mmql.lﬂs..i_ll‘ll.‘l then 2,535 prayer moms, big
srgigh b have Friday sermmnns whith a re-
coghised imarm. The cambined fgure of
L4125 Was T§ up from the Yearbaak's et
edition o 2000, hoedly & swege. Bur Mi
Elouanali podnts oul thal in the Late 1970,
France had fewer than 5o prayer spaces. In
the United Kingdom, says Inayal Bungla-
wisl of the Mushioy Councl] of Britadn, the
nuimber of mosques ks jumped dnthe las
2 yenrs from under 40010 1,699 reglstered
places of praver oday
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versity sees amaore gualitanve change. Be-
Paveen 199 and zo06, the number of
minsgues in Berlin grew from 86 to 7a—a
srmatlish rise, However, du ring those sight
veaTs 14 mosques moved losation within
Berline this added 1o penple’s perception
that mosques were proliteratmg. More im-
partaastly, Ms Firber poings oud, 20 Muslim
proups bowght mooms o buildings, whida
i many eases had been renied belore
These purchases waially wenit along with
embellishrments such a5 minarets, Mo
weonder many people hink Muslim wor
ship is growing more visible

Cine explanation for the delayed bulld:
I boom (o Germany, arpues Ms Farber,
lies in the culwral obstacies faced by firss:
generation  migranis. With a  lrnised
knowladge of ther host countey, they had
o walt for thelr childven and prandchil
dren, who grew up in Germany and un-
derstond the system befter. 10 promate
thedr infemsts “Now there am maore Tark-
ish wrchitects, lawyers or engineers wha
help i build masgues,” she says

HE{ETH']'!.' e WEsETn povemments
have started & work mone |:|-.'_:-'sri'5r with
Muslim minorties and encourage the
huwilding af new mosgues. 5o why do so
many ramilices persist? In fact, (or EVETY
minsquee that is impeded, many ather pro-
jects po ahend. Moreover, as Mr Buanpla-
waala motes, natlonal politicians can anly
selthe tone of the debare; actual decisions
are taleen by bocal couneils. This disdnetion
huas becaene apgaren] in the Gerimasn ety
of Duistaerg, narih of Cologhe, where the
Lol prmee brasch is also building a large
Prregaee. There, thanks 10 H,I:IIJI'J CO-CIfEra-
tlon between religlous commundisies and
betmer communicatlons, construcion s
gobng akead much moare smoathly

Despdte such local contrasis, Jocelyne

Cesanl from Harverd Unlversity arpues s
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® that then are nationsl patterns at work,
“In places with a long history ol immigra-
tiom, such as France, Britein or Belpoem, me-
sisEance tn masgues is lInsing its force.” she
believes, In contrad, opposition i stronger
n Spain or ltaly, whers Muslim Emmigra-
tion as refatively new,

If B4 Cesari is right, then bmay be tha
renching a reasonshle secommodation be-
tween Muslims and noa-Muslim majoe-
ities ever issues ol wrban plannbog only a
muatler i time 15 thal beo aptimistic? 18
may well be true that in many countries,
Mushin and mwome Mushirn elites will per
berter ot undersanding one another. Bu
ihe gueston Is sherther grassroots politics
will evolve at e same pace, Glven the div
idenids that sorme iocel politlclans am reagp
ing from backing mosques, of apposing
them, thiat seems & lesssune bet, ®
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In the land of the
blind

[ARTECT L e e B ]
The commonsense case for “amateur™
medicine

ELF-SUFFICIENCY 15 away of Hle i the

Demacratic Republic of Congo™s rural
expanges. It has o be. Even the st acoes-
sihle ol the many vilkages thar dol the
dense minforest—the cnes connected i e
gioal towns by spindly tmcls that pasy ag
malm eoads=-pet lele povermment supporr,
et in these unpramising condilions, ane
of Africe's more successful public-health
programimes 19 not only sunviving bt
thriving. The ldea |sto hamess people’s ex
fsting culiure of seif-help and per subsiy
tence fanmers to carry out simple medical
tasks wiich are beyond the capacity of a
pathetically inadeguaote health sysem.

For the Geneva-based masters of 1he
Wirld Health Osganisation, enoouraging
seif-help (by people with no formal frain-
ing in medicine or Aursing) is at once &
labty principle, o e papounded in aca-
dermic joarnals. and ronleErsEnce papers,
and the only approach that has s hope of
succeeding v chaotic cicumstances like
those of Congn, For & decade, wiio has
been applying the concept of self-help o
oate specifie prablems: the eliminaion from
Alrica of river bilpubeess, or onchocerds-
i, @ disease caused by parasitic worms,
spread between humans by bladefies Bu
il the lesgony wene propedy applied, the
idea could have a mach broader apglica-
tion for places wivere war, snarchy of sim
ply poverty rmake it impossible o ose up a
formal medical system.

In Congo alone, the erganksation luas re:
ciulted more than 35000 CoMIURILY
withers fur Its siver-hlindness projece;

thoy pet nothing for their labours excepd
the knowledge that they are protecting
thetr familims from disease,

Vilumteers from each village are maghi
how o measure aut the annual drog
A=, fill in the abligatory record ferrms,
und warch our for side-=fects. Wik o sup
plies the drigs and the villagers do e resd
thermselves. wH was fonced to devise the
sirategy after 1 received an offer from
Mercl, o phammaceutical firm, of free sup
plies ol o drug 1o people ot flsk of dver
blindness.

Lche Amazige, who direcis the o
nisation's African Proprameme for Oncho
Cerclasis taPach In 16 couniries, ways the
principle could be applied w many pro
bile s I iy countybes, espectally in AP
tica where the number of health profes
slonals hus been declmeted by emigrarion
and, in some places, ams, Death rates
from treatable conditions such as diar
rthioea, malaria, measbes and respiratory in-
fections are shamefully and avoidahly
high because of a shortape notof drogs bud
of health workers. The deficit could be
made up in part by teaching wrfferers zncl
cirers kel 'simp[l;'1h1nl's for themselves,

(K13 .i.mu:ig;n sivs cormmunity workers
trained through her river-hlindnews ity
gramime conld doa lob mors; they could
distriboabe witarmim su pplrmenn. dewnrmmr
ing drugs, vaceines and malaria reat
ments to villages thay have hithern been
deemed beyand the seach of medical help.
This approach would free up paid health
sladl wr do the wgent or complex work thad
needs special training, she thinks.

Masgaret Chan, wHo's directorgen
eral, has said &% much herself. She las
given vocal support i wihat she calls “hos
izonial™ approaches that improve general
hiealth In pooe countrles—ps opposed 1o
ulamorous fop-down proprammes thai fo

e
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cus on one disease. That 15 one of the
thinps that marks Dr Chan out from her
predecessar, Les |ong-wooak, whnse pei
pmject was a high-profile anti-ains pro-
prarmme, 5 by 5 —which armed to freat sm
|||'|.'-|"|n'\,'iri1.'|,-. peaplte with antirstmovical
drugs by the end of 200s,

Putting maone emphasls on genesal
health and “amatews™ care might souid
lilpst crwmmmon wense, but advocares like De
Chan or Dy Amazigo may well have same
tough argumients slead. For sorme African
govermiments, sngle-disease effors may
seem Llee 8 moare emmpting focus when
hard choloes have tobe made.

Amid the self-help school has problerns.
To rradn, and malniain, hendeeds of thou
sands of cormmunity workers taloes e,
Patience and Money. APDO'S inandaie s
fior river blindness alone; itlacks the funds
t expand the project to ather diseases
Cinby if African governments endorse the
idea will it have any furure, Some have; in
Upanda, where aroc hes opermted for
owar [en years, the BOWVCITIEDCTT Was 1mr
pressed by the ahilivy of community work-
ers o supplement the health syaem, and
has changed its palicy aceandingly.

APCR il‘l:lrlrlt!l,‘l |1n'|'..'i|;|| T anmy I:'l,lnn.‘l:lng
twro vears apo, bt the Ugandan authori-
ties wepped in and kept the network of
commmity workers going. Dr Amazigo
hopes thal ather governmestis in Afrca
wiill Feablow suly, Bast time is short.

The riverblindness programme thai
has been tratnlng all tie communley dis-
tritwiataers i% due (o elose in 2o1e I African
goverments meeting in Brazzaville (Capi-
tal of the other Conga) this seeh o talk
abuout prirmary care, don't step b o replice
aroc's funding, the cormmunity system
will lapse. Spme newly tralned villagers
welll have no medicine, vitamdng or equip
iment o practlse thelr hard won dills, »




